
Weekly Circulation: 3,000      l       905-857-6626      l       1-888-557-6626       l       www.newtectimes.com

Sunday:
Mainly
Sunny

Monday:
Mix of Sun
and Clouds

www.patjordan.ca

Pat Shannuna&JORDAN

905-729-3000

SALES REPRESENTATIVES

Saturday:
Cloudy with

Sunny Breaks

Friday:
Mixof Sun

and Clouds

We acknowledge the fi nancial support of the Government of Canada through the Canada Periodical Fund of the Department of Canadian Heritage.

Thursday, June 12, 2025
PUBLICATIONS MAIL AGREEMENT NO.0040036642    RETURN UNDELIVERABLE CANADIAN ADDRESSES TO 30 MARTHA ST., #205, BOLTON ON L7E 5V1

$1.50 per copy ($1.43 + 7¢ G.S.T.)               Volume 51, Issue 24

• Alliston
• Beeton
• TottenhamTheTimesNewTecumseth

• Auto, Home & Business Insurance
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Call us for answers, it’s that simple.

905-936-5200 ext. 21

Brenda Horan
R.I.B., CLU, CHS, CEA, EPC, RIS

Financial Advisor & Estate Planner

6670 Third Line, Tottenham, ON

Financial Services Including
Estate & Retirement Planning

Providing Peace of mind

Providing Peace of mind

PAUL JAMESON
BROKER
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Over 30+ Years of Real Estate Experience!
“THAT REAL ESTATE GUY”

HomeLife Integrity
Realty Inc.
169 Victoria St. W., Alliston, ON

THINKING OF A MOVE?
YOUR D REAM HOME IS

WAITING FOR YOU!

Store Hours:
Tues. to Fri. 10am - 3pm; Sat. to Mon. CLOSED

17 Queen St. S., Tottenham

905-487-8363
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THE MUDMEN ARE A CANADIAN CELTIC 
ROCK BAND BASED IN ONTARIO. THESE 
CELTIC WARRIORS ARE HIGH ENERGY 
AND ARE KNOWN TO BE CHARACTERS 

BOTH ON AND OFF THE STAGE.
DON’T MISS THIS EPIC SHOW!

CALL 705-435-2828 OR
VISIT GIBSONCENTRE.COM

TO PURCHASE TICKETS

LIVE AT THE GIBSON CENTRE
BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND!

THE
MUDMEN

TICKETS $48.00

at vincesmarket.ca

FIND OUR FLYER ONLINEMEMBER
ONLY
PRICING

MEMBER
ONLY
PRICING

MEMBER
ONLY
PRICING

Sign Up 
NOW!!

affordable optical

13 Queen St. S,
Tottenham
905-936-3112KEN PRATT

Sales Representative
705.796.6753 Ken.Pratt@century21.ca

205 8 Avenue, Alliston
Custom design built Folkstone Bungalow model in Previn 
Court Homes highly desired SW Alliston Victoria Village 
settlement. This Bungalow shows 10+ with many thousands 
of dollars in upgrades and improvements. 9’ ceilings, 8’doors, 
2 Natural Gas fi replaces, bamboo fl ooring and porcelain 
tile throughout no carpet. breakfast nook kitchen island 
in modern kitchen. Mechanical systems professionally 
upgraded Dec. 2023. $950,000

BROKERAGE

Each offi ce is independently
owned and operated.

Let me be
the 1st to assist
you on all your
Real Estate goals

®

www.205-8.com/

Th e r e  w a s  l o t s  t o  d o  a n d  p l e n t y  t o  e a t  w h e n  Al l i s t o n  Ri b f e s t  t o o k  o v e r  PPG Pa r k  i n  Al l i s t o n  f r o m  Ju n e  6  t o  8 .  So m e  o f  t h e  b e s t  r i b b e r s  
i n  No r t h  Am e r i c a  o f f e r e d  t h e i r  s u c c u l e n t  r i b s  w i t h  t h e i r  o w n  s p e c i a l  b a r b e c u e  s a u c e .  Th o u s a n d s  t u r n e d  o u t  f o r  t h e  e v e n t  t o  h e a r  s o m e  
music and enjoy a lunch or dinner of ribs cooked over an open fl ame. See more photos on page 9.   BRIAN LOCKHART PHOTO

Finger Licking Fun
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Nominations open for County of Simcoe’s age-friendly champions
BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

As June is Seniors’ Month, the County of 
Simcoe has announced that nominations are 
now open for the Age-Friendly Business and 
Age-Friendly Individual Recognition and 
Achievement Awards.

The awards celebrate those who help create 
welcoming and accessible communities for 
older adults.

The Age-Friendly Business Recognition 
Awards recognize local businesses and orga-
nizations that have taken steps to improve ser-
vices for older adults. By completing a self-
assessment checklist, businesses can evalu-

ate their age-friendliness and access county 
resources to enhance their services.

Award-winning businesses will receive 
a mention in a county press release, social 
media, and a website feature, along with a cer-
tifi cate and window decal, and a complimen-
tary digital marketing package valued at over 
$350.

The Age-Friendly Awards for Individual 
Recognition honours individuals of all ages 
who have demonstrated leadership, kindness, 
and a commitment to supporting older adults.

Categories include Individual Champion, 
for someone who advocates for older adults, 
enriching their lives through leadership and 
dedication.

The Older Adult Champion award recog-
ni]es older adults (60�) for their selÁ ess ser-
vice and commitment to volunteerism.

The Youth Champion Award is new this 
year and celebrates young individuals who 
have made a meaningful impact on older 
adults through service and education.

“Our Age-Friendly Recognition Awards 
showcase the incredible efforts of businesses 
and individuals who are helping to make Sim-
coe County a more inclusive and welcoming 
place for older adults,” said Simcoe County 
Warden, Basil Clarke. “Their commitment to 
improving accessibility and services reÁ ects 
the very values our region is striving for.”

The Age-Friendly Community Program was 

established in 2016 to increase awareness of 
the county’s aging population and help busi-
nesses or organizations evaluate their environ-
ment and service delivery.

“Creating an age-friendly community is 
about fostering respect, inclusion, and support 
for older adults,” said Jane Sinclair, the coun-
ty’s general manager of health and emergency 
services. “Whether it’s a business improving 
services or an individual making a meaningful 
impact, these awards celebrate the champions 
of positive change. 

Nominations for the Age Friendly Awards 
are open until Aug. 31.

For more information visit www.simcoe.ca/
agefriendly.

Alliston resident charged in connection to distraction theft  after search warrant executed by OPP
Members of the Ontario Provincial Police 

(OPP) Central Region Intelligence Unit and 
the Nottawasaga Community Street Crime 
Unit (CSCU), have arrested an individual in 
connection with a series of distraction thefts 
in the Nottawasaga area and surrounding com-

munities. 
On June 6, a search warrant was executed 

at a residence in Alliston. As a result of the 
investigation, Pimentel Gonzales, 40, of Allis-
ton, was arrested and charged with:

• Theft of credit card 

• 3ossession, use, or traffi cking of a stolen 
or forged credit card

• Possession of property obtained by crime 
• Laundering proceeds of crime 
• Fraud under $5,000
• Fail to comply with probation order

Anyone who believes they may have been 
a victim of a distraction theft, or anyone who 
has information regarding these thefts, is 
encouraged to contact the Nottawasaga OPP at 
1-888-310-1122. To remain anonymous, call 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477 (TIPS).



South Simcoe Business Excellence Awards celebrates local leaders
BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Businesses in South Simcoe were honoured 
at the 250th annual South Simcoe Business 
Excellence Awards held at the Community 
Hub in Bradford on Thursday, May 22.

The event was hosted by the Town of Brad-
ford West Gwillimbury in partnership with 
Nottawasaga Futures.

Representatives from the provincial and 
federal governments, mayors, deputy may-
ors, town councillors, and community leaders 
attended to show their support and recognize 
the tremendous accomplishments of these 
businesses.

Nottawasaga Futures is a community eco-
nomic development agency serving the South 
Simcoe area, which includes the communities 
of Adjala-Tosorontio, Bradford West Gwil-
limbury, (ssa, Innisfil, and New 7ecumseth.

At the ceremony, the Agricultural Award 
was presented to Lisle Livestock & Fresh 
Market.

The Business Excellence Award, spon-
sored by NT Temps, was presented to Addic-
tive Design of Bradford West Gwillimbury.

Vince’s Market in Tottenham received the 
Community Excellence Award.

Side Door Studio in Essa was presented 
with the Community Wellness Award.

Two Customer Service Awards were pre-
sented. Recipients were Trooper Pet Vet-
erinary Nursing Inc. in Innisfil and Magic in 
Moments Performing Arts in Bradford West 
Gwillimbury.

+itch +aul in Innisfil was presented with 
the New Business Award.

The Youth Entrepreneur Award, sponsored 
by Addictive Design, was presented to Lucas 
Bobala, owner of Bobala Lawn Care, in 
Bradford West Gwillimbury. 

HONOURING ENTREPRENEURS – The S outh S imcoe B usiness E x cellence Awards sponsored 
by Nottawasaga F utures and the Town of B radford W est G willimbury, were presented at the C om-
munity H ub in B radford on Thursday, M ay 2 2 . S everal local businesses were honoured for their 
accomplishments.                    CONTRIBUTED  PHOTO

Simcoe County Council approves programs, bylaw changes, during May meeting
BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Simcoe County Council has released high-
lights from its regular meeting on May 27 
and Committee of the Whole meeting on 
May 13.

Voluntary multi-residential 
organics program approved

Council approved a new voluntary organ-
ics collection program for multi-residential 
properties, set to roll out in the spring and 
summer of 2026. 

Currently, there are approximately 9,600 
multi-residential units that do not have 

access to the County’s curbside collection 
programs. This new initiative aims to close 
that gap by offering participation to all inter-
ested properties.

Council updates recorded and weighted 
voting procedure

Council approved the following changes 
regarding recorded votes and weighted votes 
in its Procedure By-law:

• Council voted to split recorded votes and 
weighted votes. It means that on any vote, a 
council member can request a recorded vote 
(when voting outcomes appear in the official 
minutes) while not necessarily prompting a 
weighted vote. 

• Council voted to require that a weighted 
vote be requested only immediately prior to a 
vote taking place. This removes the ability to 
request a weighted vote following the result 
of a regular vote. 

• Council voted to maintain weighted votes 
going forward with three exceptions where it 
can no longer be utilized.

These exceptions include: 
• Voting on Council appointments
• On votes that require two-thirds approval 

such as waiving notice or making a last-min-
ute change to an agenda.

• 2n the final vote for a By-law chang-
ing Council composition Council directed 
staff to report back with draft amendments 

to the Procedure By-law and a plan for the 
approved changes to take effect.

Progress continues at 
Simcoe Village Campus

Harsh weather conditions during the win-
ter temporarily slowed construction on the 
Simcoe Village Campus in Beeton, but crews 
are now focused on regaining momentum 
throughout the summer months. 

The projected move-in date for the long-
term care home, village centre, and sup-
portive or affordable housing units remains 
unchanged at this time. 

Completion is still targeted for the end of 
2026.

Tottenham man charged after vehicle found in ditch
Nottawasaga Ontario Provincial Police 

(OPP) have charged one individual with 
impaired driving following a single motor 
vehicle collision in New Tecumseth.

On June 9, shortly after midnight., Notta-
wasaga OPP responded to a single vehicle in 
the ditch on Tottenham Road in New Tecums-
eth. 2fficers located the vehicle and met with 
the driver. During the interaction, grounds 
were formed that the driver’s ability to oper-
ate a motor vehicle was impaired by alcohol, 

leading to the driver’s arrest.  
As a result of the investigation, Karim 

Davies-Benghabrit, 36, of Tottenham, was 
charged with:

· Operation while impaired - alcohol
· Operation while impaired - blood alcohol 

concentration (80 plus)
The accused is scheduled to attend the court 

on July 10, 2025, to answer to the charges.
None of the listed charges have been proven 

in court.
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When th e Sunshine Comes Out 
So Should Your Smiles...
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Beeton 

FamilyDENTALCentre

General & Cosmetic Dentistry
DENTAL

Beeton 
GENERAL & COSMETIC DENTISTRY

DENTAL

Beeton 
Beeton 

Beeton 

GENERAL & COSMETIC DENTISTRY

FAMILY & COSMETIC DENTISTRY

DENTAL

DENTAL

DENTAL
Beeton 

GENERAL & COSMETIC DENTISTRY

D R .  R O S A N N A  P O R R E TA

B  lton
Family Dental Centre

General & Cosmetic Dentistry

Beet  n
Family Dental Centre
General & Cosmetic Dentistry

Beeton 

FAMILY  &  COSMETIC  DENTISTRY
DENTALBeeton FAMILY

DENTAL
C E N T R E

905-729-7272
Dr. Rosanna Porretta and Associates

29 Main St. W.
Beeton, ON  L0G 1A0

www.beetonfamilydentist.com

Beeton Beeton FFAMILAMILYYAMILAMILYAMILAMIL

Re m i n d e r ,  Ch i l d r e n  1 8  a n d  Un d e r
Ar e  El i g i b l e  f o r  t h e  Ca n a d i a n  D e n t a l
Ca r e  Pl a n .  As  o f  Ma y  1 s t ,  5 5 - 6 4  y e a r  o l d s
a r e  a l s o  e l i g i b l e  t o  a p p l y  f o r  CD CP.
Ca l l  t h e  CD CP a t  1 - 8 3 3 - 5 3 7 - 4 3 4 2  t o  s i g n  u p .

New Patients 
are always 
welcome.

Book today! Wendy Small
Sa l e s  Re p r e s e n t a t i v e
w e n d y s m a l l @ r o y a l l e p a g e . c a
w w w . w e n d y s m a l l . c o m
D i r e c t  l i n e  9 0 5 - 7 2 4 - 0 7 1 7

It’ s the Small things that make the difference

Briar Hill ~

This beautifully appointed bungalow 
features all the conveniences of
µmain Àoor living’  and has a very long 
list of gorgeous upgrades that won’ t 
disappoint!

B right, sunny, beautiful updates 
throughout the bungaloft will make 
you fall in love with this one. Add the 
view overlooking the pond and golf 
course - fantastic!

L ooking for a million dollar view, 
spectacular upgrades, and incredible 
finishes" This 0onticello *rande will 
tick all the boxe s on your wish list.

�e active, adult lifestyle community of 
Briar Hill o�ers something for everyone.

3  As s u n t a  Ga r d e n
Of f e r e d  a t  $ 8 4 9 , 0 0 0

2  Tu s c a n y  Gr a n d e
Of f e r e d  a t  $ 9 9 9 , 0 0 0

1 1 1  Ri d g e  Wa y
Of f e r e d  a t  $ 1 , 4 7 9 , 0 0 0

Contact me today for your personal tour through any of these beautiful homes.
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A few years ago, a news story made 
the rounds claiming that cattle were maj or 
contributors to climate change because 
of their natural ability to create methane 
gas.

There were a few follow-up stories, and 
then suddenly that crisis disappeared 
from the headlines and you don’ t hear any 
more about cows fouling the atmosphere.

It seems cattle aren’ t the atmospheric 
polluters some groups thought they were. 
M ethane gas from a cow j ust dissipates in 
the air in a natural process.

Any person with common sense should 
have j ust tossed the methane cow story 
in the trash and realiz ed it was ludicrous 
H ollywood Tabloid nonsense to begin 
with.

B y the way, there are 8 billion people on 
the planet that also produce methane gas 
but I’ ve never heard anyone accuse their 
grandmother of being an environmental 
polluter because she eats a lot of beans.

C limate change enthusiasts and some 
scientists started claiming that ocean lev-
els were rising due to glaciers melting at 
the polar ice caps.

That’ s hard to disprove from a layper-
son’ s perspective because most people 
will never go to the North or S outh P oles 
to see how the weather is. M ost people 
have never even seen a glacier or an ice-

berg.
A few enterprising people from around 

the globe did their own study.
They found old photographs of famous 

oceanside places and then made an 
ex act duplicate of the same location 12 5 
years later.

P hotos from circa 19 00, and 2 02 5, 
at various locations around the globe 
showed –  you guessed it –  the ocean 
water level was at ex actly the same point 
it was over a century ago. E x actly the 
same.

Now, stories in the news about rising 
ocean levels have conveniently seemed 
to have gone away as environmental 
alarmists can’ t ex plain why two swimmers 
in the same ocean, in the ex act same 
spot, 12 5 years apart, are both standing 
in water up to their knees when the latter 
should be wading hip deep.

M uch has been published over the last 
few years about the dangers of carbon 
diox ide ( C O 2 )  levels in the atmosphere. 

It’ s a well-established fact that the 
earth’ s atmosphere is ( rounded )  7 8 per 
cent nitrogen, 2 1 per cent ox ygen, 0.9 3 
percent Argon, and 0.04  per cent carbon 
diox ide, and other trace gases like neon, 
helium, and methane.

At .04  per cent, carbon diox ide could be 
considered a trace gas.

O ntario is considered a natural ‘ sink’ .  A 
sink is an area that produces ox ygen.

D ue to its heavy forests, wetlands and 
green spaces, O ntario produces far more 
ox ygen than C O 2 .

There are plenty of climate science 
ex perts who dispute the claims of climate 
change and have made their data avail-
able.

H owever, their reports aren’ t published 
and they do not receive media attention. 
S ome ex perts have been disciplined for 
producing reports with scientifi c data that 
show that dangerous climate change isn’ t 
happening.

O ne scientist published a report about 
climate change saying the mainstream 
media published only reports by scientists 
using ‘ obscure metrics and highly specu-
lative models’  which can be skewed in 
any way to produce different results.

The same scientist produced hard data 
–  actual facts –  to back up his claims.

C urrently, every time there is a tornado, 
hurricane, drought, windstorm, À ood, or 
severe lightning, the mainstream media is 
q uick to point out that these storms are a 
result of climate change.

And yet the hard data provided by this 
same scientist show that severe weather 
patterns have remained the same over 
the past 30 years with no increase in 

severe weather. The 
number of deaths due 
to severe weather has 
actually gone down, 
and the cost of dam-
age due to storms has remained the 
same over that time period.

I have always been an ‘ environmental-
ist’  type of person. I don’ t litter – –  ever. I 
dispose of tox ic chemicals in the proper 
way, and when visiting natural areas, the 
only thing I ever leave behind are foot-
prints.

Judging from the amount of litter and 
garbage that is on our streets and espe-
cially rural roadways, a lot of people are 
lying about wanting to protect the environ-
ment and think nothing of drinking a can 
of B ud L ight while behind the wheel and 
tossing the empty can into a ditch.

If there are environmental issues we 
should be aware of, I want to know the 
actual facts, not the media hype produced 
by some agencies and government 
sources.

If you are truly concerned about the 
environment, give it some thought the 
nex t time you are at the cottage enj oying 
a bonfi re with your family and friends.

True pollution is when all that smoke 
drifts downwind and lands on your neigh-
bour. 

Blame the cows BRIAN LOCKHART
FROM THE SECOND ROW

A couple of weekends ago, I made 
the mistake of dressing for typical M ay 
weather.

S etting out that S aturday, I thought noth-
ing of wearing a short-sleeved button-up –  
after all, spring was allegedly in full swing.

It was an early start, so when I made my 
sartorial selection, I fi gured it would warm 
signifi cantly once the sun came out to play 
and felt confi dent leaving the house with 
my selection, with a cardigan j ust in case.

([cept, amid the À urry that resulted 
from nearly forgetting my camera before 
setting out, the cardigan didn’ t j oin me for 
the complete j ourney. The sun, as it hap-
pened, didn’ t j oin me, either, so there I sat 
in an outdoor tent in single-digit degrees, 
in short sleeves, waiting for a military 
parade to begin as I daydreamed diving 
into a large swimming pool of warm tea to 
get full feeling back into my limbs.

Needless to say, I didn’ t q uite feel my 
best the nex t day and whether or not it was 
psychosomatic, I felt a little bit À uish and 
went back to bed midday for a nap. S leep, 
apparently, wasn’t in the offi ng, so after 

about an hour of staring at the ceiling hop-
ing to bore myself into slumber, I popped 
in a D V D  of a favourite TV  show and not 
only did I feel almost instantly better, I was 
lulled into a bit of a nap soon enough.

It was, to me, a prime ex ample of j ust 
how nice it is to have a “ comfort show”  in 
your life.

A comfort show is generally described 
as a piece of entertainment one can turn 
to for solace, j oy, or, as the name sug-
gests, simple comfort –  and that’ s nothing 
to sneez e at.

S ome criticiz e such things as an escape 
hatch that keeps you from dealing with 
important, challenging things in life, but 
that’ s not always the case. 

There’ s nothing wrong with having a 
warm blanket to envelope you when it’ s 
needed, even if it’ s about as far removed 
from a q uilt or duvet as you can possibly 
be. And I’ d wager we all have j ust such 
a blanket in one way or another, whether 
we realiz e it or not –  a favourite book, a 
favourite fi lm, a favourite television show, a 
favourite nature walk, sport, or drive.

As benefi cial as these outlets can be, it’s 
important to remember that seeking com-
fort doesn’ t necessarily mean being com-
placent to whatever is causing you to seek 
it in the fi rst place.

That said, however, some can seek 
comfort with a bit too much z eal.

O n Thursday, I had the pleasure of 
attending a screening of W alking Through 
the F ire, a remarkable “ visual album”  led 
by the S ultans of S tring, in collaboration 
with Indigenous musicians, artists and sto-
rytellers, created in response to one of the 
9 4  C alls to Action outlined by the National 
C ommission on Truth and R econciliation 
ten years ago.

The “ visual album,”  which can be 
described as a collection of evocative 
music videos, each woven into the last 
through a very strong narrative, touched 
upon a several diffi cult subMects, and was 
followed by a q uestion-and-answer ses-
sion with three of the participating artists –  
S hannon Thunderbird, K ate D ickson, and 
C hris M cK hool, the latter of whom led the 
proj ect

Their words were 
uniformly insightful, 
but one of D ickson’ s 
comments struck a 
particular chord with 
me.

O n the subj ect of each individual’ s 
perception, she shared:  “ Y ou tap into an 
ancient brain going back generations and 
generations. W e’ ve all done it. Y ou realiz e 
that you’ re allowed to feel what you feel. 
Y ou know, there’ s that old phrase, ‘ K now-
ing sets you free.’  I’ m not so sure how it 
sets you free. H owever, you have to know 
about j ust about everything, no matter how 
awful it might be, no matter how unpleasant 
it makes you feel, because being unsettled 
spurs you to action.”  D ickson might have 
been speaking about the very diffi cult and 
harrowing ex periences of our Indigenous 
peoples, ex periences that many of us of 
non-Indigenous descent can’ t begin to 
fully understand, but I feel the sentiments 
she ex pressed are universal.

Creature comforts (and discomforts) BROCK WEIR
BROCK’S BANTER

C ontinued on P age 19
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No one has more self-confidence than the person who does a crossword puzzle with a pen.

CROSSWORD
CLUES ACROSS
1. Type of bread
5. Range of mountains

10. Ended
12. Musical forms with 

a recurring theme
14. On the nature of 

being
16. Law enforcement 

agency
 18. Australian flightless 
bird
19. Subway rodent
20. More dried-up

 22. A beaver might 
build one
23. Suggestive of the 

supernatural
 25. Art __, around 1920
 26. American rocker 
Snider
27. Not or
28. Earliest human: 

__-Magnon Man
30. Firearm

 31. Tough outer skin 
of fruit
 33. Alternative form of 

a gene
35. Low shrub some 

call “fat pork”
37. Plants in the 

chamomile tribe
38. Revolutionary War 

era spy
40. Portion of a book
41. Hoover’s office

 42. Title of respect
 44. Tax collector
45. Cool!
48. Real estate
50. Boy’s name

 52. Airborne (abbr.)
53. Strongly 

recommends
55. Hit lightly
56. Bar bill

 57. Atomic #54
58. Devotes again
63. Fish sauce
65. French stock 

market
 66. Things that consist 
of two elements or parts
67. Tense

CLUES DOWN

1. Retired game show 
host Sajak
2. Equal (prefix)
3. Israeli city __ Aviv
4. Loved
5. A type of analyst
6. Ad __
7. Gasteyer and de 

Armas are two
8. Ran without moving
9. Opposite of yes

10. Diffuse clouds 
of gas
 11. Mentioning one 
by one
13. Instruments used 

to dilate
15. Freshwater fish
17. Remotely-manned 

flying objects
18. Doctor of 

Education
21. Renews
23. Not the start
24. Pitching stat
27. Small water 

buffaloes
29. Ceramic jars 

 32. I (German)

 34. Something to toss 

on a fire

 35. The process of 

flowing in

 36. A series of acts at a 

night club

 39. Egg of a louse

 40. Inquire too closely

43. Travelers

 44. Drink

 46. Behave in a way 

that degrades

 47. Electronic music 

style

 49. Northern Ireland 

city

 51. Upset

 54. Stiff structure 

resembling a hair

 59. Father

 60. North Atlantic fish

 61. 8th month (abbr.)

 62. Make an effort

 64. Commercial

Puzzle No. 256310 • Solution in Classifieds

Reckless people À ing accusations of attempted 
genocide in *a]a at the Israeli coalition government 
and the Israel Defence Force �IDF� every day, but the 
scale of the operation is not remotely big enough to 
Mustify that word.

IDF snipers and�or civilian American gunmen of the 
so�called *a]a Humanitarian Foundation �*HF� pick 
off do]ens of the starving 3alestinians who show at 
the food distribution points in southern *a]a almost 
every day. However, barely a hundred of them were 
killed outright at the feeding stations in the whole fi rst 
week.

 A far larger number of 3alestinians are killed by 
bombs or shells in their own homes �also known 
as µHamas command and control centres’ by IDF 
spokespersons�, but even that much bigger death toll 
does not currently amount to as much as a thousand 
a week. At that rate it would take 4� years to µclear’ all 
the 3alestinians out of the *a]a Strip.

 Donald Trump will be dead much sooner than 
that, so that’s clearly not what he had in mind when 

he talked about µclearing’ all the 3alestinians out of 
the Strip. Indeed, we can go further and say that he 
wasn’t thinking of starving them all to death either, 
even though that would be much Tuicker.

 1o food at all went into the *a]a Strip for eleven 
weeks before the four IDF�*HF feeding centres set 
up shop about ten days ago, so some people �mostly 
very old or very young� will have starved to death 
already. Their bodies are not riddled with bullets or 
shell fragments, they won’t be brought to hospitals, 
and most of them will not be counted.

 The number who starve to death will now go up 
steeply, because Israel has only opened four feeding 
centres where there used to be four hundred. Some�
one from each family has to make a dangerous Mour�
ney on foot �up to ten km.�, and wait in a Tueue of 
hundreds of thousands of others each time to collect 
maybe a week’s rations. �Actually, they’re too desper�
ate to Tueue.�

 As Israel’s 3rime 0inister Binyamin 1etanyahu 
recently pointed out to his colleagues, the problem 

with starving people is that the 
country’ allies cannot toler�
ate ³images of mass famine´. 
But Must a little bit short of that 
is probably okay and will put 
Must as much pressure on the 
3alestinians of *a]a to aban�
don their wrecked homes and 
leave.

 That is the current Israeli 
strategy, but it cannot work 
unless there is also some�
where else for the 3alestin�
ians to go. 1one of Israel’s 
immediate neighbours would 
dream of accepting two million 
3alestinians even if they didn’t 
care about µbetraying the 
cause’. Jordan and /ebanon 
in particular have had huge 
problems with similar popula�
tions of 3alestinian refugees.

 The destination has to be 
farther away and confi dent 
that it can control a big 3ales�
tinian minority even over the 

long run. 9ery large bribes would 
also be needed. 2nly two places 
spring to mind, and both have 
reportedly already been con�
tacted by 8S and Israeli emissaries. �Such contacts 
are routinely denied by all the parties involved.�

 The fi rst candidate is /ibya, more than a thousand 
km. west of *a]a, where two rival governments have 
long been mired in a stalemated civil war. The weaker 
side, based in the east of the country, is more in need 
of money and arms, but either side could probably be 
bought if the bribes and other inducements were big 
enough.

 The other is Somaliland, about a thousand km. in 
the other direction, whose biggest problem is that it is 
not recognised as legitimate by any other country. It 
is a poor but reasonably well�run democratic country 
that was once a British colony, but it was swept into a 
union with the former Italian colony of Somalia in the 
heady fi rst days of independence.

 The Somalilanders have regretted their choice 
ever since and Somalia has no real power over them, 
but they are still legally trapped into the union. If the 
8nited States recognised Somaliland’s indepen�
dence, everything else would follow. The price would 
be accepting two million 3alestinians. �Somaliland’s 
current population is about si[ million.�

 There was a time when I would not have believed 
such a deal possible, but those times are gone and 
I no longer say µnever’. I do say it would be a ter�
rible mistake for either Somaliland or /ibya to make 
that deal, but ancient 
empires shufÀ ed ethnic 
groups around like this 
all the time.

 And you know 
what" If 1etanyahu, 
Smotrich, Ben *vir et 
al. manage to do this 
they would still tech�
nically not be guilty 
of genocide� Must of a 
crime against human�
ity. With good behav�
iour, ten or twenty 
years and they’d be out 
on the street again.

Where shall we put the Palestinians? GWYNNE DYER
OUR WORLD TODAY
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(905) 539-0309 Hospall.cominfo@hospall.com

In-Home Personal Support
Assistance with daily tasks, including light housekeeping, errands, & transportation.

Personal Care & Hygiene
support with personal care needs such as dressing, oral hygiene, showering, etc.

Home- Based Palliative Care
Ensure safe and compassionate end-of-life care in the comfort of home.

In-Home Nurse Support
Expert medical care, including UTI management, blood draws, vaccinations, and
other regulated procedures.

Unmatched client
satisfaction: Proudly
maintaining a perfect 5-
Star rating on Google.

A decade of expertise: Over
10 years of experience
delivering compassionate &
professional care.

Accredited Excellence:
Certified to the highest
standards of care, ensuring
trusted & quality service.

Your Care Journey, Your Way

A decade of exper
10 years of experie

COMMUNITY VOICE
Monthly Message: CONTACT Community Services shares story of transformation

When I took on the role of community 
engagement and development manager at 
CONTACT Community Services, I had a lot 
to learn.  

I had no idea of the impact that CONTACT 
was making in our community. I quickly con-
ducted an impromptu (and informal) survey 
of friends, local businesses and acquaintanc-
es. Turns out, I wasn’t the only one. I dis-
covered that the role CONTACT plays in our 
community is one of the best-kept secrets.

Here’s what I now know.
In 1977, in response to a survey that re-

vealed a profound lack of support agencies 
in the area, a small group of dedicated South 
Simcoe community members established 
CONTACT Community Services, providing 
free information and referrals, friendly call 
services to isolated seniors, and an informal 
listening ear for anyone needing help.

Over the next few years, CONTACT 
gained momentum, establishing a walk-in 
Community Information Centre in down-
town Alliston. It also launched a job board 
and resume collection service, and opened 

The Clothes Line, an affordable community 
thrift store.

Here we are, 48 years later, and the need 
for support of our most vulnerable com-
munity members has skyrocketed. Today, 
CONTACT provides in-depth personal sup-
port to over 3,500 people annually through 
our award-winning Employment Services 
in Bradford, our Housing Support team 
throughout South Simcoe, the Clothes Line 
stores in Allison and Bradford, and our free 
community programming for seniors.

Last year, with the support of the County 
of Simcoe, CONTACT took the lead in pro-
viding 24/7 wraparound services to unhoused 
seniors, providing a home and a path to a 
brighter future at our Supportive Rapid Re-
housing Program in Collingwood.

This story isn’t about us though. It’s about 
our community coming together to care for 
our neighbours when they need it most.

RODGER’S STORY
When we met Rodger, he was nearly 60 

and living in a tent in Innisfi l during the cold-

est months of winter. He called it a “living 
hell” — sleeping in the snow, going days 
without food, and sharing scraps with his 
only companions, two raccoons and a skunk.

Then, he met a Housing Access Worker 
from CONTACT Community Services.

Thanks to support from our community, 
CONTACT helped Rodger connect with sup-
port services and reconnect with family.

Later, he was brought into our Supportive 
Rapid Rehousing Program (SRRP) in Collin-
gwood. 

Just days after arriving, he was rushed to 
the hospital with a serious heart condition — 
one that would have taken his life if he were 
still out in the cold.

Today, with CONTACT’s support, Rodger 
is rebuilding – he is safe, healing, and living 
in his own apartment in Simcoe County. He 
says the team at CONTACT “literally saved 
my life.”

Thanks to the support of the New Tecums-
eth Times, Rodger’s is just one of many 
transformational stories we will be sharing 
with you monthly. They are testaments to 

resiliency, strength, and perseverance, but 
they’re also powerful demonstrations of love 
from a community that refuses to leave its 
most vulnerable behind.

As I continue on this journey with CON-
7$C7 Community 6ervices, I am fi lled with 
gratitude. Gratitude for living in a compas-
sionate community; gratitude for having the 
opportunity to learn –– and continue learning 
–– how we can help families and individuals 
who have fallen on hard times; And gratitude 
for the small group of dedicated community 
members who saw the need in 1977 and did 
something about it.

To learn more about CONTACT Commu-
nity Services and how you can support the 
need, please visit our website contactcom-
munityservices.ca, follow us on Facebook 
and Instagram @contactcommunityservices.

Until next month.
This monthly submission for our “Com-

munity Voice” column was written by Brenda 
Pufek, manager of Community Engagement 
and Development at CONTACT Community 
Services.

Annual Toot n’ Holler town-wide garage sale returning to New Tecumseth streets this weekend
It’s that time of year when residents will be 

cruising the streets of Tottenham and Beeton 
looking for a bargain or special item.

One person’s castaway is another person’s 
treasure and the annual Toot n’ Holler ga-
rage sale this weekend (June 14) gives you a 
chance to fi nd that treasure.

The Tottenham Beeton District Chamber 
of Commerce has provided a list of addresses 

that will be participating this year.
The Toot n’ Holler will take place on Sat-

urday, June 14.
Tottenham: 17 Lionel Stone Ave East, 

11 Lionel Stone Ave East, 3 McCurdy Dr., 
96 McCurdy Dr., 38 Sydie Lane, 57 Sydie 
Lane, 14 McKnight Cres., 41 Laverock St., 
39 McKay Ave, 7329 Cty Rd 14, 45 Martin 
Trail, 1 Metcalf Cres., 29 Sharpe Cres., 7 

Gunning Cres., 28 Alphonsus Court, 47 Lio-
nel Stone Ave., 162 Mcgahey Street, 6866 6th 
Line, 4 Pettit Court, 5 Hummingbird Grove, 
34 Lionel Stone Ave E, 57 Pierce Place, Tot-
tenham Legion, Tecumseth Pines

Beeton: 6482 7th Line, 51 Maple Ave E., 
107 Centre St N., 97 Maple Ave W., 2 Elm 
Court , Smyth Cres.

Alliston: Alliston Legion



SCDSB approves budget of $768 million for 2025-26 school year
BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The Simcoe County District School 
Board has approved a balanced budget of 
$768 million for the 2025-26 school year 
in compliance with the Ministry of Educa-
tion’s mandate.

The budget was approved by the Board of 

Trustees at its May 28 meeting.
The budget focuses on meeting the needs 

of students guided by the board’s Strategic 
Priorities.

“Developing and maintaining a balanced 
and compliant budget is a collaborative 
effort between the Board of Trustees, direc-
tor of education, senior administrative team, 
and financial reporting team,” said Corry 

Van Nispen, the school board’s superinten-
dent of business and facility services. 

“Fiscal responsibility and accountabil-
ity have long been a focus for the SCDSB, 
positioning the board well to operate effec-
tively with a conservative budget,” he 
added.

Funding is allocated to school boards 
from the Ministry of Education using a 

funding model designed to be easily under-
standable and strengthening accountability, 
while balancing the need for Áexibility, 
based on local school board needs.

The initiative links directly to the SCDSB 
Strategic Priorities in the areas of well-
being, diversity, equity and inclusion, com-
munity, and excellence in teaching and 
learning. 

Vince’s Market honoured at recent South Simcoe Business Awards ceremony
BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Vince’s Market in Tottenham was honoured 

with the Community (xcellence $ward at the 
25th $nnual 6outh 6imcoe Business $wards, 
held at the Community Hub in Bradford on 
Thursday, May 22.

The event brought together business lead-
ers, elected officials, and community cham-
pions to celebrate what makes South Simcoe 
thrive – its people and the businesses that 
support them.

Many deserving nominees were recognized 
during the evening.

Vince’s was proud to be honoured for its 
community contributions.

The grocery store believes that for busi-
nesses to be strong, communities must be 
strong. That’s why it created Vince’s Com-
munity Support – a program dedicated to 

charitable giving.
Every year, Vince’s invests $45,000 to 

support local charities, house league sports 
teams, the arts, and grassroots initiatives that 
make a difference in the community.

Since the program was launched in 2018, 
it has raised over $180,000 for organizations 
that are improving lives every day.

“Vince’s is very proud to be recognized in the 
7own of 7ottenham,” said Maria Ciarlandini, 
Vince’s community ambassador. “Thank you 
for acknowledging and highlighting our team’s 
efforts to support this wonderful community.”

COMMUNITY AMBASSAD ORS – V ince’ s grocery store in Tottenham was honoured at the 2 5th 
Annual S outh S imcoe B usiness Awards held at the C ommunity H ub in B radford on Thursday, 
M ay 2 2 . V ince’ s was honoured for its contributions to the community. V ince’ s president G iancarlo 
Trimarchi ( third from right)  and M aria C iarlandini ( right)  are j oined by New Tecumseth D eputy 
M ayor S tephanie M acL ellan, S imcoe-G rey M P P  B rian S aunderson, New Tecumseth-G willimbury 
M P  S cot D avidson and New Tecumseth C ouncillor C hris R apin, during the award ceremony.    

           BRIAN LOCKHART PHOTO
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Independently Owned & Operated905.841.4809 (Cell)     www.brianspeers.ca

Re s i d e n t i a l  &
Co m m e r c i a l

Your Sales
Representative  
in King &
New
Tecumseth

SOLD IN
1 DAY!

SOLD 27 Victoria Blvd.,
East Garafraxa
144 Wells St., Aurora

COMING
SOON!

1 Bed, 1 Bath Condo
in Schomberg

Considering Buying or Selling?
Call BRIAN SPEERS

Brandy Lane Condo, 2 Bed,
2 Bath, CollingwoodSOLD
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Arts
Local Events&

BRIAN 
SAUNDERSON
MPP, Simcoe-Grey

IF YOU NEED HELP ACCESSING 
PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT 
SERVICES, MY TEAM AND I CAN HELP.
ALLISTON CONSTITUENCY OFFICE
180 PARSONS ROAD, UNIT 28
ALLISTON, ONTARIO L9R 1E8
(705) 435-4087
BRIAN.SAUNDERSON@PC.OLA.ORG

Prison isn’t all that bad for the Delval Divas in Blackhorse Theatre production
BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

They may be behind bars doing long 
prison sentences, but life in a country club-
style institution isn’t so bad for a group of 
women in the Blackhorse Village Players’ 
production of Delval Divas.

Written by Barbara Pease Weber, produced 
by Jo-Anne Pulfer, and directed by Lee Cle-
ments, the stage is set in Delval prison where 
a group of non-violent offenders enjoys a 
rather easy life considering they are being 
punished by society for their crimes.

The group of women are all high achiev-
ers who found themselves in the prison sys-
tem after committing white-collar crimes of 
embe]]lement, money laundering, and fi nan-
cial fraud.

When inmate Beth, played by Cathy Mont-
gomery, learns she is being paroled, she is 
very upset at the thought of being sent out 
to society and leaving her good friends and 
cushy lifestyle at the prison behind.

In the role of Lucille, the prison guard, 
Karen Fogleman is a friend to the inmates 

and treats them with dignity. However, much 
of her friendly demeanour comes from the 
fact that the inmates have been paying her 
way through school on the ill-gotten gains 
from their crimes, which they have cleverly 
hidden away from authorities.

In return, Lucille makes sure the women 
have access to gourmet food, spa treatments, 
and a rather good life behind bars.

Puneet Kuldeep Bajwa takes on the role of 
Linda, a medical doctor, who found herself 
on the wrong side of the law.

In the role of Stella, Amanda Tessier is a 
former fi nancial whi] who played around 
with the market and found herself in prison 
for her efforts.

Taking on the role of Rosemary, Jacquie 
Moore also found herself in prison after mak-
ing a lot of money, but not in a legal way.

$fter Beth leaves, the women fi nd out they 
will be having a new roommate. They are 
horrifi ed to learn the new inmate has been 
charged with murder.

The inmates regard themselves as better 
people than anyone charged with a crime of 
violence and they are concerned about hav-
ing a murderer among them.

$t the same time, they fi nd out that the 
prison is going to be closed and they will all 
be shipped to different prisons, further com-
plicating their lives behind bars.

When they reach out to the prison warden, 
they learn he has been absent and no one 
knows where he is.

When the new inmate Sharon, played by 

/auren 7iesma, arrives, she spends the fi rst 
few days sobbing uncontrollably in her cell.

The inmates eventually reach out to her 
and calm her down. Sharon explains her situ-
ation and insists she is not guilty of the crime 
she has been accused of.

As the women discuss Sharon’s criminal 
case with her, they start to realize there is 
more going on with both her and the missing 
warden.

They use the skills that they had in their 
former lives to investigate all that is going 
on.

Rounding out the production staff are 
stage manager Mike Hunter, assistant stage 
manager Norah Ruffolo and Mark Hayward 
is in charge of lighting.

Delval Divas is on stage at the Blackhorse 
Village Players Theatre at Highway 9 and 
Mount Wolfe Road through to June 22.

For ticket information, visit the theatre’s 
website at www.blackhorestheatre.ca.

D OING TIME – L ife behind bars isn’ t all that bad for a group of inmates in the B lackhorse V illage 
P layers’  production of D elval D ivas. The women enj oy a rather cushy lifestyle considering they are 
in prison for white�collar crimes. That all changes when they fi nd out the prison is closing and they 
will be sent to other institutions in this comedy about doing time.        BRIAN LOCKHART PHOTOS

‘When inmate Beth, played by Cathy 
Montgomery, learns she is being 
paroled, she is very upset at the 

thought of being sent out to society 
and leaving her good friends and 

cushy lifestyle at the prison behind.’
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AWARD - WINNING RIBS – The Alliston R ibfest returned to P P G  P ark from June 6  to 8 for 
saucy ribs, live music, cold drinks and some good old fashioned family fun. The event is in 
support of S tevenson M emorial H ospital F oundation, O ntario F ootball and the B anting M a-
rauders.                     BRIAN LOCKHART PHOTOS
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YOUR LIFE
RENEWED
Last chance to live in this popular community, perfectly located 

by the Trent River. You will enjoy the accessible and amenity rich 

location surrounded by nature’s harmony with lakes, forests, 

conservation areas, parks, hiking trails and more. Something 

special awaits you in affordable Hasting’s Estates.

 Register Now - myhastingsestates.ca

Final Release

ALL BRICK BUNGALOW & 2 STOREY

DETACHED ON 44’ TO 50’ LOTS

FROM THE MID

$600’S

Walking Through the Fire highlights Truth & Reconciliation through collaboration
BY BROCK WEIR

Collaboration between Indigenous and 
non-Indigenous artists to light a path forward 
together was one of the 94 Calls to Action in 
the final report of the National 7ruth 	 5ec-
onciliation Commission.

While Indigenous leaders give all levels of 
government a failing grade in truly addressing 
the Calls to Action, action achieved unspooled 
at Aurora Town Square on Thursday evening 
as it played host to Walking Through the Fire, 
an album and film produced by the 6ultans of 
String and more than a dozen Indigenous col-
laborators.

Walking Through the Fire brings diverse 
Indigenous voices ² )irst Nations, Inuit and 
Métis – together in a musical collaboration 
that explores many of the toughest issues in 
the way of 7ruth 	 5econciliation, including 
5esidential 6chools, Indigenous-Crown rela-
tions, repercussions of the Indian Act, and 
much more.

7he film, the brainchild of 6ultans violinist 
Chris McKhool, features artists Marc Mer-
illinen (NadMiwan (2Mibwe))� Crystal 6hawa-
nda (2Mibwe 3otawatomi)� 5aven .anatakta 
($nishinaabe $lgonTuin /2nkwehyn�we 

Mohawk)� /eela *ilday ('ene)� /eanne 7an-
eton ('ene)� Northern Cree (Cree)� 6hannon 
7hunderbird 	 .ate 'ickson (7s’msyen)� 
'r. 'uke 5edbird (Chippewa/$nishinaabe)� 
7he North 6ound (w/ )orrest (aglespeaker ² 
Blackfoot)� .endra 7agoona 	 7racy 6ara]in 
(Inuit)� 'on 5oss (Mi’kmaw) and M.J. 'an-
deneau (Mptis)� and the Mptis )iddler 4uartet.

It was presented by Mc.hool, Moined by 
7hunderbird and 'ickson, in the $76 3er-
formance Hall on June 5 to coincide with 
National Indigenous +istory Month and while 
the music resonated with the more than 70 
audience members, it also raised tough ques-
tions and tough responses from the trio.

´2ut of the fire comes a few ways of being, 
of thinking, of seeing,” said Thunderbird in 
reference to Tuestions on 2ntario’s contro-
versial Bill 5 and ongoing wildfires in the 
3rairies. ´When you look at the fire as a bit 
of a metaphor, there’s always new growth, 
and even with the devastation that is going 
on in the Prairies, there will be new growth 
that comes out of that, as horrifying as it is 
to watch right now. But fire is powerful and 
when I looked at Walking Through the Fire… 
I have been on a fire walk all my life, com-
ing through many things. 7here’s warmth and 

there’s goodness about fire, but there’s also 
great, deep knowledge about it.”

For McKhool, the spark that resulted in 
Walking 7hrough the )ire was stoked by 'r. 
'uke 5edbird, who Tuestioned how the 6ul-
tans would follow up their 5efugee 3roMect, 
which shone a light on new immigrants.

´Nobody says no to 'uke 5edbird,” Moked 
Thunderbird.

“It was about two years of writing and con-
necting with Indigenous artists and the whole 
recording process,” McKhool continued. 
“Then, we only ever thought it was going to 
be a C'. We thought, okay, we’re going to 
make a beautiful piece of art ² it’s going to 
be a statement and people can learn from it, 
but we never imagined that it would actually 
turn into a live show >and film@ but that really 
caught fire and we spent the last two years 
doing it.

´I’ll Must say from my point of view, because 
I grew up in the 2ntario school system, I 
thought I knew a lot. Through this experience, 
I realized I knew nothing about the actual 
Indigenous experience, that everything I was 
taught in school was a lie.”

A lot was accomplished in a comparatively 
short period of time with the proMect, both per-

sonally and professionally, but, the presenters 
agreed, the same can’t be said regarding the 
94 Calls to Action in the last decade since they 
were published.

´It’s a complete failure,” said 7hunderbird. 
“This is the tenth anniversary of the release 
of the Commission 5eport and the �4 Calls 
to Action, and to this date, 13 Calls to Action 
have been completed out of 94, and they were 
the simple ones, actually.”

“When I am asked to do a land acknowl-
edgement, I refuse,” she continued. “What 
am I acknowledging? That it was okay for the 
Crown to take the land" 5eally" What .ate 
('ickson) and I do is what’s called a /and 
Statement in which we explain our relation-
ship with the land, with the environment, and 
how that is the bedrock of our spirituality and 
our cultures.”

'ickson noted it’s important to ´feel what 
you feel.”

´7here’s that old phrase of knowing sets 
you free,” she said. ́ I’m not sure how that sets 
you free, however you have to Must know about 
everything, no matter how awful it might be, 
no matter how unpleasant it makes you feel, 
because being unsettled spurs you to action…

C ontinued on page 11

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Wildfire smoke from fires in Northern 
2ntario has been drifting into the region, 
resulting in poor air quality.

)or the first time this year, (nvironment and 
Climate Change Canada issued a special air 
quality statement.

Breathing in wildfire smoke can cause 
immediate symptoms and may also increase 

long-term health risks.
Some people are more at risk, including 

babies and young children, older adults, preg-
nant women, people living with chronic health 
conditions or existing illnesses, people who 
smoke, and people who work or exercise out-
doors.

You can take steps to protect your health and 
reduce exposure to poor air quality.

Check the $ir 4uality +ealth Index ($4+I) 
alerts to help you make informed decisions. 

Air quality conditions can change quickly, so 
check the $4+I freTuently.

Monitor yourself and those around you for 
symptoms and health effects of air pollution 
and know when to seek medical attention.

You should reduce your exposure to air 
pollution. Consider reducing or reschedul-
ing outdoor activities during poor air quality 
events. Protect your indoor air quality and 
create cleaner indoor air spaces in your home 
by keeping windows and doors closed during 

times of high air pollution.
7ake care and listen to your body. 'rink lots 

of water as this helps your body cope with air 
pollution. Stop or reduce activity levels if you 
are experiencing symptoms such as difficulty 
breathing or feeling unwell.

Poor air quality events can overlap with hot 
temperatures and humid air.

Extreme heat is usually more dangerous than 
short-term exposure to poor air quality – even 
wildfire smoke.

Health Unit o�ers tips on how to stay healthy during poor air quality events
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Chairs, vice chairs representing communities across Simcoe County con� rmed
BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The leadership of committees and boards 
representing County of Simcoe Council has 
offi cially been confi rmed.

These positions will be held until the next 
municipal election in fall 2026.

County Council has created several com-
mittees and boards that include both Council 
members and community members, who are 
able to bring varied perspectives and expertise.

Committees and boards play an impor-
tant role in Council’s decisions by carefully 
reviewing proposed policies and research, 
before making recommendations to the Com-

mittee of the Whole.
The Lake Simcoe Regional Airport board 

chair and vice-chair positions were confi rmed, 
helping lead an important strategic investment 
and growth strategy to support the area com-
munity.

Here is a list of the 2025-2026 Committee 
and Board Chairs:

Lake Simcoe Regional Airport
• Confi rmed May 23, 2025
• Chair – Councillor Richard Norcross 

(Mayor of New Tecumseth)
• Vice-Chair – Councillor Lynn Dollin 

(Mayor of Innisfi l)
Affordable Housing Advisory Committee
• Confi rmed June 3, 2025

• Chair: Councillor Keith Bell (Deputy 
Mayor of Ramara)

• Vice-Chair: Councillor Stephanie MacLel-
lan (Deputy Mayor of New Tecumseth)

Grant Program Task Force
• Confi rmed May 18, 2025
• Chair – Councillor Michael Smith (Deputy 

Mayor of Essa)
• Vice-Chair – Councillor David Evans 

(Mayor of Tiny)
Accessibility Advisory Committees
• Confi rmed January 21, 2025
• Chair – Membre Doug Mein
• Vice-Chair – Member Lisa Cohenb
Economic Development Sub-Committee
• Confi rmed January 14, 2025

• Chair – Councillor Kenneth Fowler (Dep-
uty Mayor of Innisfi l)

• Vice-Chair – Councillor Yvonne Hamlin 
(Mayor of Collingwood)

Simcoe County Housing Corporation 
Board

• Confi rmed November 2024
• Chair – Councillor Doug Measures (Mayor 

of Clearview)
• Vice-Chair – Councillor Bran Smith 

(Mayor of Wasaga Beach)
The following committees will elect their 

respective chairs and vice chairs at their next 
Agricultural Liaison Committee, Bursary 
Committee, and Planning Advisory Commit-
tee meetings.

Continued from Page 10

Walking Through the Fire brings diverse Indigenous voices together through musical collaboration
We need help to find our way. We’re 

refusing to give up. We will never give 
up, and regardless of who they think are 
the fathers of this country, we will not go 
away. But because you’re now looking at 

the collaboration between Indigenous and 
non-Indigenous, which is a partnership 
now, we can give you solace, we can give 
you philosophy that goes back to help your 
soul, and you can help us with the politics. 

How does that work for you?
“The fact that you sit here, and the fact 

that you listen to us, the fact you’re tak-
ing it in, and the fact that there is a com-
munal sympathy here in the room means 

absolutely everything. It means everything 
to us.”

For more information, visit sultansof-
string.com/2023/08/walkingthroughthe-
fire.
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Midland Mariners
take an early lead in
NDBL’s senior division
BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The North Dufferin Baseball League’s 
senior division schedule is well underway 
with 12 teams entered in competition this 
year and some very exciting games being 
played on diamonds around the region.

There’s a lot of new blood in the division 
this year as junior players move into the 
senior ranks this season.

In the early going, the Midland Mariners 
have moved into the lead in the standings. 
The Mariners have a 6-1-1 record and have 
averaged over nine runs per game so far this 
season.

The defending champion Owen Sound 
Baysox has started the season with good 
results. The team has a 6-2 record after eight 
games played. The Baysox have also had a 
high-scoring season, averaging over 8 runs 
per game.

In third place, the Ivy Rangers have taken 
two losses after eight times on the fi eld.

The Barrie Angles are currently in the 
fourth spot with a 5-3-2 record, averaging 
six runs per game this season.

The Bolton Brewers, who have won the 
Strother Cup championship nine times over 
the past 16 seasons, are in fi fth place with 
a 5-3-1 record. They have been averaging 
almost eight runs per game this year.

In sixth place, the Lisle Astros are having 
a good season with a 5-4-1 record.

The rest of the teams, in order in the 
standings, are the New Lowell Knights, 
Mansfi eld Cubs, Creemore 3adres, Clarks-

burg Blues, Orillia Majors, and the Caledon 
Cardinals.

The Cardinals are the League’s newest 
team, playing their inaugural season with 
the NDBL this year.

7he Mansfi eld Cubs have started off well 
with three wins behind them. The team has 
brought up a new contingent of talented 
players from the junior division and they are 
hoping to have a lot of success this season. 

LEAPING HIGH – A TNT Thunder U18 A player leaps for 
the catch at third base during an evening game against 
the Innisfi l Cardinals on the Beeton Fairgrounds’ baseball 
diamond on Thursday, June 5. It was a tough loss for the 
Thunder when the Cardinals opened the scoring in the fi rst 
inning and kept up the pressure for a 13-0 win.  
              BRIAN LOCKHART PHOTO

Alliston Humane Society Woof Walk brings canines together for a fun day for a good cause
BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The Alliston & District Humane Soci-
ety held its annual fundraising Woof Walk 
on Saturday, June 7, and celebrated a good 
turnout of people and their pets who had 
the opportunity to walk the trails around the 
property.

This year featured a lot more vendors and 
a pet sport area where dogs could test their 
jumping and coordination skills. There was 
also a free barbecue with food donated by 
local grocery stores.

“Every year it’s gotten bigger and big-
ger,” said Tania Perrier, the Human Soci-
ety’s outreach coordinator, of the Woof 
Walk. “Our supporters are so amazing; they 
always show up for it. Last year we made 
�2�,000, and we’re defi nitely going to break 
that record this year. It’s really amazing – the 
community that we have that helps us. Zehrs 
donated food, and we have a photographer 
here who is doing pet photography.”

The event got underway with registration 
at 11 a.m. followed by the walk. You didn’t 
have to bring a dog with you to enjoy the 
event. Everyone was welcome.

“This is our annual Woof Walk and it’s 
a big fundraiser for us,” explained shelter 

president Jane Clarke. “The funds raised go 
toward the medical care of the animals. It 
pays the vet bills. We had a walk with all 
these gods. People register online or they 
come out here with funds and visit the ven-
dors and have some food. We have 52 acres 
here. We have a one-kilometre walk and a 

two-kilometre walk. We’ve had people come 
without a dog and they pet all the dogs when 
they’re here.”

The Humane Society has been a very busy 
place. Currently, it is at capacity with aban-
doned and surrendered dogs, cats, and other 
small animals.

The Woof Walk had already raised 
$25,000 through online pledges before the 
walk and it is expected they will reach close 
to $30,000 on the day of the walkthrough 
donations.

The funds will all be used to help care for 
the animals at the shelter. 

WOOF WALK – The Alliston & District Humane Society held its annual Woof Walk fundraiser on Saturday, June 7, at its Concession Rd. 4, location.  
The walk raises funds to help the shelter pay for veterinary bills. Brandi and Alyssa take their friend Harlow out for a walk around the grounds.            
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Ryan Fox survives four-hole playo�  over Sam Burns to capture RBC Canadian Open
BY JIM STEWART

Ryan Fox captured the RBC Canadian Open 
on Sunday afternoon in a four-hole playoff 
with Sam Burns. 

Both were tied at 18 under par after 72 holes 
of play.

The 2025 champion offered a self-depre-
cating view of his playoff versus Burns—a 
fi ve-time winner on the 3*$ 7our� ´7o be 
honest, 6am and I had a bit of a pillow fi ght 
for three holes.  But that shot I hit on 18—that 
3-wood³was probably the best shot I’ve ever 
hit.”

7he New =ealander’s impressive approach 
from the 18th fairway set him up for an eagle 
putt, but he settled for a birdie to vanTuish 
Burns³the clubhouse leader and /68 prod-
uct who held a one-stroke lead over the fi eld 
for over two hours. 

Burns shot a sizzling -8 on Sunday and it 
appeared that the Canadian Open Trophy 
would have his name inscribed on it. +ow-
ever, )ox birdied 13 and 14 on his way to the 
18th where he rolled in his pressure-packed 
third birdie in six holes to force the two-man 
playoff.

)ox’s gutsy charge and dramatic win at 73C 
7oronto 2sprey 9alley was his second 3*$ 
victory in fi ve weeks. +e captured the Myrtle 
Beach Classic in May³also in a playoff.

Nick 7aylor of $bbotsford, BC was awarded 
The Rivermead Cup as the lowest-scoring 
Canadian at 73C 7oronto. 7aylor cobbled 
together a 3-under par 67 on Sunday to tie for 
13th at 13 under par.

The 2023 Canadian Open champion 
expressed disappointment about his fi nal 
round performance, but was appreciative of 
the award.

´I’ll take some pride in that.  It stings with 
the fi nish today, but I’m happy I gave it a run. 
It didn’t pan out this time, but if that’s a con-
solation pri]e, it’s nice. I thought 1�-under 
would be in a playoff potentially, but being 
given a chance with a few holes to go is what 
you’re looking for.”

7he 5BC Canadian 2pen at 73C 7oronto 
2sprey 9alley was all a golf fan could be look-
ing for, even though a native son such as Tay-
lor did not hoist the trophy in 2025.  It was a 
thrill to watch eight Canadians march up the 
18th fairway to appreciative applause from the 
thousands of fans ringing the fi nal hole.  

$ record-tying number of Canadians made 
the cut and their play showed the depth of golf 

talent in this country.
Matthew $nderson of Mississauga, 2N, 

was the fi rst Canuck to embrace the 18th hole 
´homecoming.”

7he fans assembled around the green and 
the three adjacent grandstands were not as 
rowdy as ´7he 5ink” deni]ens over on the 
14th, but they were eTually enthusiastic at 
welcoming each of the Canadian players to 
their 72nd green of the tournament.

$nderson³after his playing partner Jeremy 
3aul dialed in his approach within two feet 
of the pin—wedged his approach less than 8 
feet of the target.  7he 24-year-old made no 
mistake on his putt³Marring his birdie with 
Mounties Nicole Noonan and Murray )arrow 
overseeing his fi ne effort and offering their 
congratulations as he exited the sun-drenched 
18th. $nderson’s birdie pulled him even for a 
)inal 5ound of �0 and he tied for 4�th place 
at 7 under par.

/istowel’s Corey Conners strolled up the 
18th to much louder applause and responded 
in kind by fi ring a dart to within two feet 
aside the pin.  Conners did not disappoint the 
crowd³he Marred his birdie to fi nish the day 
on a high note. 

7he 3*$ veteran fi nished the )inal 5ound 
with a 68 and tied for 28th place at 10 under 
par. 

Ben Silverman of Thornhill followed Con-
ners’ lead, Á ew his approach on 18 exactly 
two feet from the hole and rolled in his birdie, 
too—punctuating the made putt with a wee 
fi st pump that endeared the 3�-year-old to the 
Canadian fans.  6ilverman’s birdie gave him 
a -1 fi nal round and he accrued a -� over the 
tournament to fi nish in a tie for 36th. 

5ichard 7. /ee³who is not a 3*$ player 
but is currently ranked third on 7he $sian 
Tour – followed Conners and Silverman in a 
parade of Canadians up the 18th.

7he 34-year-old, born in 5ichmond +ill and 
raised in 9ancouver, created a birdie opportu-
nity with his approach shot, but his 18-footer 
leaked left for a tap-in par. /ee rose as high 
as a tie for third place after the second round 
of the Canadian 2pen during which he fi red 
a 66 and exploded into the consciousness of 
Canadian golf fans.  +is score of �0 on 6unday 
dropped him into a tie with Silverman for 36th 
with a � under par for the tournament.

$s 6hane /owry meandered up the 18th, 
6teve the /eprechaun stirred to life in his front 
row, greenside chair, but there was no luck of 
the Irish on 6unday as /owry bogeyed both 1� 

and 18 to fall out of contention.
7he combustible /owry’s playing partner 

on Sunday was Taylor, who rocketed a fairway 
wood to within ten feet above the 18th pin. 
7he crowd saluted 7aylor’s long effort with 
hearty applause, but the 2023 champ rolled his 
birdie effort a little left for a tap-in par. 

The crowd reserved its loudest cheer for the 
'ynamic Canadian 'uo of the day.  3laying 
partners $dam +adwin of $bbotsford, BC and 
7aylor 3endrith of 5ichmond +ill, both parred 
the 18th and fi nished 5ound )our with �0.  
+adwin and 3endrith fi nished in a tie for 28th 
at 10 strokes under par.

Mac.en]ie +ughes rounded out the Cana-
dian contingent of eight and was greeted with 
warm applause as he stepped on to the green 
at 18 and tapped in his par to end a frustrat-
ing day on the links.  The Dundas, ON, native 
shot a �1 on 6unday and fi nished at -11 for the 
tournament in a tie for 24th. 

$lthough no Canadian made a big fi nal 
round charge nor fi nished in the 7op 7en at 
this year’s national professional tournament, 
it’s evident that there is a *olden $ge of *olf 

emerging in Canada.
It was eTually evident that 73C 7oronto at 

Osprey Valley is a perfect place to host the 
RBC Canadian Open with its sprawling, pic-
turesTue, and hilly track.

*olf Canada seems to have a similarly 
favourable impression of the golf course and 
its splendid facilities.  /uckily for locals, the 
RBC Canadian Open is slated for a return to 
northwest Caledon in 2026—a delightful turn 
of events for golfers, spectators, and media 
alike.

GOLF CANAD A CHAMPION – R yan F ox  
won the R B C  C anadian O pen on S unday, 
June 8.                        CONTRIBUTED  PHOTO
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Gracie is approximately 7 years old and 
has all the volunteers wrapped around her 
paw. Not only does she have the best facial 
expressions, but she loves to dance circles 
and get pets. Gracie was timid for a long 
time but has really �ourished!
She is spayed, microchipped, vaccinated, 
�ea treated and dewormed.
Adoption fee is $275. 

Check our facebook page to see the other kitties looking for their forever 
home. Donations always needed to help care for the cats as we are not 
funded at all, and rely on donations and fundraisers. If you would like to 
volunteer as well we are always appreciative. 

FERAL CAT RESCUE INC.
519-278-0707 

Check our facebook page to see the other kitties looking for their forever Check our facebook page to see the other kitties looking for their forever 
home. Donations always needed to help care for the cats as we are not home. Donations always needed to help care for the cats as we are not 
funded at all, and rely on donations and fundraisers. If you would like to funded at all, and rely on donations and fundraisers. If you would like to 
volunteer as well we are always appreciative. volunteer as well we are always appreciative. 

Gracie

adopt
a cat

Advertise with us and

your business!your business!your business!
grow

Call VICKI MEISNER
519-278-1700

or vicki@lpcmedia.ca

TheTimesNewTecumseth

128 Main Street East
(within Caravaggio IDA store)

Shelburne • 519-925-1215

LIFE IS WONDERFUL! Don’t miss a word of it.

CHECK YOUR HEARING
Take this quick quiz and check your ability to hear properly.
1. Do people seem to mumble or talk softer than they used to?
2.  When in a crowd or in a busy restaurant, is it hard for you to 

follow the discussion?
3. Do you feel tired or irritable after a long conversation?
4.  Do you feel the need to turn up the volume on your TV or 

radio such that it is too loud for others?
5. Do you often need to ask others to repeat themselves?
6. Has someone close to you pointed out you may have a hearing problem?
7. Do you fi nd it di�  cult to pinpoint where a noise comes from?

 Yes     No
 Yes     No

 Yes     No
 Yes     No

 Yes     No
 Yes     No
 Yes     No

How did you do?
If you answered “yes” to any of these questions, you may be experiencing some hearing loss.

RISK-FREE 90 DAY  |  In-Home Trial

Your free hearing checkup will include:
•FREE Hearing Screening
•FREE Hearing Consultation

Payment
Plans
Available
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HOCKLEYBEER.CA

MADE IN

S U P P O R T  L O C A L

CANADA
MADE IN



The TIMES – June 12, 2025 – Page 15

6048 Highway 9, 
Schomberg

800-843-1732

Fireplacestop.com

WE APPRECIATE YOUR BUSINESS... THANK-YOU!

FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS 

ESTABLISHED IN 1987

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION   
    

HUNDREDS OF WOOD AND GAS STOVES AND FIREPLACES                BBQS, A/C UNITS, FURNACES, HEAT PUMPS, ELECTRIC FIREPLACES AND MORE!
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TRAFFIC
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer 

adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh 
euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna 
aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad 
minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation 
ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip 
ex ea commodo consequat. Duis autem vel 
eum iriure dolor in hendrerit in vulputate 
velit esse molestie consequa.

ROAD WATCH
Mirum est notare quam littera gothica, 

quam nunc putamus parum claram, an-
teposuerit litterarum formas humanita-
tis per seacula quarta decima et quinta 
decima. Eodem modo typi, qui nunc no-
bis videntur parum clari, fiant sollemnes 

in futurum. Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, 
consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam non-
ummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet 
dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat. 

ALCOHOL & DRIVING
Duis autem vel eum iriure dolor in hen-

drerit in vulputate velit esse molestie con-
sequat, vel illum dolore eu feugiat nulla 
facilisis at vero eros et accumsan et iusto 
odio dignissim qui blandit praesent lup-
tatum zzril delenit augue duis dolore te 
feugait nulla facilisi. 

Nam liber tempor cum soluta nobis elei-
fend option congue nihil imperdiet doming 
id quod mazim placerat facer possim as-
sum ypi non habent claritatem insitam; est 
usus legenti.

THEFT
Fiant sollemnes in futurum. Lorem ip-

sum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing 
elit, sed diam nonummy nibh euismod tinc-
idunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat 
volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, 
quis nostrud exerci tation ullamcorper sus-
cipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex ea commodo 
consequat. Duis autem vel eum iriure dolor 
in hendrerit in vulputate velit esse moles-
tie

CRIMINAL CHARGES
Consequat, vel illum dolore eu feugiat 

nulla facilisis at vero eros et accumsan et 
iusto odio dignissim qui blandit praesent 
luptatum zzril delenit augue duis dolore te 
feugait nulla facilisi. 

Nam liber tempor cum soluta nobis elei-
fend option congue nihil imperdiet doming 
id quod mazim placerat facer possim.

DOMESTIC DISPUTES
Qui facit eorum claritatem. Investiga-

tiones demonstraverunt lectores legere me 
lius quod ii legunt saepius. Claritas est 
etiam processus dynamicus, qui sequitur 
mutationem consuetudium lectorum. Mi-
rum est notare quam littera gothica, quam 
nunc putamus parum claram, anteposuerit 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer 
adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh 
euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna 
aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad 
minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation 
ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip 
ex ea commodo consequat. Duis autem vel 
eum iriure dolor in hendrerit in vulputate 
velit esse molestie consequat, vel illum do-
lore eu feugiat nulla facilisis at vero eros et 
accumsan et iusto odio dignissim qui blan-
dit praesent luptatum zzril delenit augue 
duis dolore te feugait nulla facilisi. 

SUBHEAD
Mirum est notare quam littera gothica, 

quam nunc putamus parum claram, ante-
posuerit litterarum formas humanitatis per 
seacula quarta decima et quinta decima. 
Eodem modo typi, qui nunc nobis videntur 
parum clari, fiant sollemnes in futurum. 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer 
adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh 
euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna 

aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad 
minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation 
ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip 

Road Watch plays role 
in keeping roads safe

NEW TECUMSETH TIMES

OPP REPORT
1-888-310-1122

BASEBAR

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, con-
sect etuer adipiscing elit, sed diam 
nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut 
laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat 
volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim ve-
niam, quis nostrud exerci tation ul-
lamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut 
aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. 
Duis autem vel eum iriure dolor in 
hendrerit in vulputate velit esse mo-
lestie consequat, vel illum dolore eu 
feugiat nulla facilisis at vero eros et 
accumsan et iusto odio dignissim 
qui blandit praesent luptatum zzril 
delenit augue duis dolore te feugait 
nulla facilisi. 

Nam liber tempor cum soluta no-
bis eleifend option congue nihil im-

Rollover
injures

Tottenham

New poll on fatigued and drowsy
driving reveals serious problem

EARLUG EARLUG

St. John Ambulance
announces new branch manager

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, 
consect etuer adipiscing elit, 
sed diam nonummy nibh 
euismod tincidunt ut laoreet 
dolore magna aliquam erat 
volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad 
minim veniam, quis nostrud 
exerci tation ullamcorper sus-
cipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex 
ea commodo consequat. Duis 
autem vel eum iriure dolor in 
hendrerit in vulputate velit 

esse molestie consequat, vel 
illum dolore eu feugiat nulla 
facilisis at vero eros et accum-
san et iusto odio dignissim qui 
blandit praesent luptatum zz-
ril delenit augue duis dolore te 
feugait nulla facilisi. 

Nam liber tempor cum 
soluta nobis eleifend option 
congue nihil imperdiet dom-
ing id quod mazim placerat 
facer possim assum. Typi non 

Morris Samson
St. John Ambulance
New Branch Manger

6048 Highway 9, 
Schomberg

800-843-1732
Family Owned Business

Established In 1987

COME IN TODAY FOR A GREAT DEAL! Inserts • Linear • Traditional
Free Standing • All Styles

HIGHEST QUALITY, RELIABLE BRANDS

Don’t go fi shing for your news, community highlights, current events and more!
THE NEW TECUMSETH TIMES HAS YOU COVERED
ONLINE AT NEWTECTIMES.COM AND IN PRINT EVERY THURSDAY. 

If you have a story idea or upcoming 
event you’d like to share with us, email 
newtectimeseditorial@gmail.com

Police looking to identify suspects involved in alcohol theft
BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Nottawasaga Ontario Provincial Police 
(233) officers are currently investigating a 
shoplifting incident and are requesting the 
public’s assistance to identify two people.

On June 3, Nottawasaga OPP responded 
to a shoplift incident at 7 Commerce Road in 
(ssa. 6hortly after 12�30 p.m., two individu-
als were seen entering the store and taking 
two bottles of alcohol worth $120 then exit-
ing the store with no attempt to pay.

2fficers are looking to identify the two 
individuals. 

If you know either of the pictured individ-
uals, please call 1-888-310-1122 (reference 
number (250�08484). <ou can also pro-
vide information anonymously by contact-
ing Crime 6toppers to remain anonymous at 
1-800-222-84�� (7I36) or www.crimestop-
perssdm.com.

When you contact Crime 6toppers you stay 
anonymous, and you never have to testify.

PLEASE REPORT – The Nottawasaga O P P  is looking to identify two suspects following a theft in E ssa, where two bottles of alcohol worth $ 12 0 
were stolen. Anyone with information on these two individuals is asked to contact the police at 1-888-310-112 2  or C rime S toppers.   

        BRIAN LOCKHART PHOTO

South Simcoe Police wrap up Canadian Road Safety Week Campaign
7he 6outh 6imcoe 3olice 7raffic 8nit 

recently wrapped up Canadian 5oad 6afety 
Week. 

'uring the campaign, nearly 100 tickets 
were issued to motorists. 

“The national initiative is an annual cam-
paign focused on making our roadways the 
safest they can be for everyone across the 
country. It is designed to increase public 
awareness and encourage safe driving, reduce 
inMuries on our roadways and save lives,” said 
South Simcoe Police in a press release dated 
June 5.

“The goal continues to be the elimination of 
impaired driving, distracted driving, aggres-
sive driving, and driving without a seatbelt. 

Throughout the campaign, which ran from 
May 13 to 1�, 2025, 6outh 6imcoe 3olice 
focused enforcement efforts on these offences, 
while also conducting RIDE (Reduce Impaired 
'riving (verywhere) spot checks.”

As a result of the campaign, South Simcoe 
Police observed that motorists are responding 
positively to safety measures, with more driv-
ers using hands-free technology with a notice-
able decline in distracted driving, and a greater 
awareness around seatbelt safety with an 
increase in seatbelt use, including passengers.

6peeding continues to be a significant con-
cern, especially on 6outh 6imcoe roadways 
with posted speed limits of 80 km/h. 

According to the 2020 Transport Canada 

5oad 6afety in Canada 5eport, the leading 
contributing factor for fatalities was speeding 
(25 per cent). 6peeding was the offence most 
observed during the weeklong campaign. 
6outh 6imcoe 3olice issued 5� speeding tick-
ets, charged 4 drivers with stunt driving, and 
issued 8 tickets while investigating motor 
vehicle collisions where aggressive driving 
was a factor.

Here are the South Simcoe Police Cam-
paign results�

• 7 RIDE spot checks conducted, with 
approximately 300 vehicles checked.

• 4 impaired operation charges,
• 4 vehicle impoundments related to 

impaired operation charges,

• 5� speeding tickets,
• 4 stunt driving charges,
• 4 seatbelt offences,
• 8 tickets related to collisions where aggres-

sive driving was a factor.
´While this year’s annual national campaign 

has concluded, South Simcoe Police remain 
vigilant, continuing to proactively enforce, 
and patrol our community roadways year-
round to maintain public safety,” reads 6outh 
6imcoe 3olice’s press release. ´It’s important 
that we all continue to do our part to reduce 
inMuries on our roadways. 6afer roads start 
with us� 7ogether, we can help to ensure every 
Mourney ends with a safe arrival on every road, 
every day, for everyone.”
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there shall be no liability for non-insertions of any advertisement beyond the 
amount paid for such advertisement. All advertisers are asked to check their 
advertisements after fi rst insertion. We accept responsibility for only one in-
correct insertion unless notifi ed immediately after publication. (rrors which do 
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505  GENERAL HELP WANTED 505  GENERAL HELP WANTED

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial
company looking for driven, enthusiastic sales representatives.
A rewarding, lucrative opportunity for the right candidate.

Zach Shoub
416-803-9940
zach@lpcmedia.ca

• Works Well with Deadlines and Budgets
• Organized with an Intermediate Knowledge
   of Microsoft Excel

COMPENSATION:
Base + Commission

601 ARTICLES WANTED

!!! WANTED !!!
WE PAY FOR GOLF BALLS

Pay $0.15 to $0.40 per ball
Year Round! Pick-up available!

416-889-9365. Peter
NO MIN QTY OR NO MAX!!

Classifi eds
3hone �05-85�-6626 or 1-888-55�-6626

or email admin@caledoncitizen.com

Grass fed/finished Angus 
freezer beef for sale. Sides, 

quarters and bundles.

 Valleybrook Farm
905-460-4662, 

blackcow@sympatico.ca

WE PAY CASH for 
scrap vehicles - any 
size. We also buy 
construction and farm 
equipment. Open 7 
days a week. Call 
905-859-0817 (Peter)

406 VEHICLES WANTED

505  GENERAL 
HELP WANTED

505  GENERAL 
HELP WANTED

ABATE RABBIT PACK-
ERS meat processing 
facility from Arthur im-
mediately requires 16 
Wholesale and Retail 
Butchers with a mini-
mum of 2 to 3 years of 
direct hands on experi-
ence in meat cutting 
and processing. Duties 
include cutting and sec-
tioning of meat, skinning 
and removing blem-
ishes, deboning rabbits 
and chickens, cutting 
meat into specialized 
cuts and preparing for 
wholesale and retail 
sales. HS diploma or 
equivalent required. 
Positions off ered are 
permanent full time 
and salary is $16.00/
hr for 42.5 hrs a week, 
OT after 44 hrs a week. 
Please apply in person 
at 7597 Jones Base-
line in Arthur, via email 
at joea@abatepackers.
com, via fax at 1-519-
848-2793 or via phone 
at 1-519-848-2107.
H O U S E K E E P E R , 
HOMEMAKER & 
Personal Assistant 
wanted. Live in or live 
out. Ambitious, ener-
getic and fi t for youthful 
senior business man. 
Financial arrangements 
to be discussed. Call 
249-594-8925

610 FIREWOOD/
TREES

SEASONED
FIREWOOD
647-237-5537

Face Cord $170
Bush Cord $500

Smaller amounts also available.
We deliver.

1153 Canal Rd,
Bradford, ON L3Z 4E2

QUALITY FIREWOOD
Seasoned Firewood

$425/Bush Cord.
Fresh cut

$350/Bush Cord.
Call 905-729-2303 or

705-440-6450
Truckloads of firewood

logs now available

Please recycle this ne� paper

TOP DOLLAR
FOR SCRAP
AND USED CARS

Open 7 days a week
Call Albert: 647-501-5932

We pay from

$300-$20,000
CASH ON THE SPOT Free

Tow!Free

3age 16 - June 12, 2025 ² 7he 7IM(6

Ancient Sword Relic

For sale is a Cimmerian battle sword from the 
7th century BC. Restoration by carbon high-tem-
perature method of metal reduction in vacuum. 
Made of iron. Coated in an oil/wax preservative.
It’s extremely rare. It weighs 470 grams and is 
47.5 cm. long.
�e Cimmerians lived during the transition 
period from the Bronze to the Iron Ages – this 
period corresponds to the 9th to the early 7th 
centuries BCe. Sometimes researchers call it “C 
period/era.”
�is is the real authentic item. Discovered in the 
Ukraine. One of a kind. Purchased from a repu-
table dealer in Ukraine, who’s a local historian.
Authentication is through x-ray or laser tests, 
both of which are quite expensive. I trust the 
source I bought it from.
Asking $600.

For more, email mpavilons@rogers.com

2 BEDROOM APT 
available August 1st. 
All inclusive. No Pets, 
No smoking – Hock-
ley Village. For more 
information, please 
call: 416-407-4352

Unique opportunity - 
*Work & Live* setup 
in commercial zoned 
bungaloft (Oak Ridg-
es) - Offi  ce/Retail/
Medical. Large lot w/
parking.
foreveryoung235@
hotmail.com

406 VEHICLES 
WANTED

Help wanted -  Handy-
man/Carpenter for 
my small RV business 
in Bolton. Must have 
experience and must 
have your own tools. 
Can pay by the day. 
Hourly wages. Call 
Steve for more informa-
tion @ 416-939-5979

214 OFFICE SPACE 
FOR RENT

201 APARTMENTS
FOR RENT

610 FIREWOOD/
TREES

Kevin Scott

McArthur - Bessey
Auctions

McArthur - BesseyMcArthur - BesseyMcArthur - BesseyMcArthur - Bessey
AuctionsAuctionsAuctionsAuctions

Farm, Livestock, Estate, Home & Business
Auctions with experience & consideration

Please contact us at
Kevin 519-942-0264 - Scott 519-843-5083

mcarthurbessey@gmail.com
www.theauctionadvertiser.com/KMcArthur

612 AUCTIONS/FLEA MARKETS



804 SERVICES

Please Recycle
This Ne� paper

804 SERVICES

804 SERVICES

ALL JUNK 
REMOVAL

416-876-2219

BASEMENTS • YARDS 
GARAGES • GENERAL CLEAN-UPS

SMALL MOVES • ODD JOBS
Very Reasonable Rates

Text pictures for a qute to:Call to enquire:
905-832-9655

or, text pictures to:
416-876-2219

808 STORAGE

If Drinking Has Become 
a Problem We Can Help

416-487-5591
Or Call Toll Free in Ontario

1-877-404-5591
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS

www.aatoronto.org

STORAGE
AVAILABLE:

20 yard sea can con-
tainer for storage lo-
cated in Nobleton. 
Safe location. For more 
information, please call 
905-859-0817

909 PERSONALS

708 OBITUARIES

Trusted Tree Maintenance & Removal

•  A erial P runing
•  Canop y  M aintenanc e
•  P lanting  &  F ertiliz ing
•  Storm Risk  P revention

•  A rborist Rep orts &  P lans
•  T ree &  Sh rub A p p raisal
•  U rban T ree Removal
•  Storm D ebris Clean- U p

Fully trained & insured with leading
techniques & equipment

647-400-6998  |  647-338-8733
smgtrees@gmail.com   www.smgtrees.com

Transform your backyard space 
into an outdoor oasis.  

Whether starting from scratch or 
replacing your old deck, we can 

design the perfect space for you, 
including custom drawings that 

bring your vision to life.

Get a free consultation today so 
you’re ready to enjoy your 
outdoor space this spring.

Phone: 437-898-3875
Email: vcexecute@gmail.com

DECKS

Please recycle
this ne� paper
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PRIVATE MORTGAGES
1ST AND 2ND

RESIDENTIAL ONLY
CONTACT FRANK

647 620 1343

Classifi eds
Phone 905-857-6626 or 1-888-557-6626

or email admin@caledoncitizen.com

612 AUCTIONS/FLEA MARKETS

JUNE 20TH AT 5PM
CURRENCY COLLECTOR AUCTION

Call, text or email anytime. | 519-288-2228
Lyn@KiddFamilyAuctions.com  | www.KiddFamilyAuctions.com

Interested in becoming a Consignor? Joining our Referral Rewards Program?
Give us a call to get started!!

Whether you’re a seasoned numismatist or just discovering the thrill of collecting,
The Currency Collector Auction is the perfect chance to � nd that next prized piece.

Explore the history, beauty, and value in every lot!

Come preview this catalog on auction day from 10am-4pm, or call for an appointment on 
another day, at our Home Of� ce Base 438280 4th Line, Melancthon L9V 1S9.

Lots begin closing online at 5pm on Jun 20th. PLACE YOUR BIDS ONLINE NOW.

Features: 2015 RCM $30 Looney Tunes Silver Coins; Johnson Matthey Fine Silver .999oz Bar; 
2020 RCM $10 Silver Coin; 1900 Dominion of Canada 25 Cent Shinplaster; 1954 CDN $1 

Banknote - Devil’s Face; Uncirculated 1979 CDN $100 Banknote; Sequential sets of Banknotes; 
CCCS, PMG and BCS Graded Banknotes; Rolled Sets of 1¢ to $2 Coins; CDN Silver Dollars 

and Large Pennies; International Currency and so much more!

KIDD FAMILY AUCTIONS
-home of the 5% buyer’s premium-

JUNE 20TH AT 5PM
CURRENCY COLLECTOR AUCTION.

Whether you’re a seasoned numismatist or just discovering the thrill of collecting, 
The Currency Collector Auction is the perfect chance to find that next prized piece. 

Explore the history, beauty, and value in every lot!

Come preview this catalog on auction day from 10am-4pm, or call for an appointment 
on another day, at our Home Office Base 438280 4th Line, Melancthon L9V 1S9.    

Lots begin closing online at 5pm on Jun 20th.
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.999oz Bar; 2020 RCM $10 Silver Coin; 1900 Dominion of Canada 25 Cent Shinplaster; 
1954 CDN $1 Banknote - Devil's Face; Uncirculated 1979 CDN $100 Banknote;
Sequential sets of Banknotes; CCCS, PMG and BCS Graded Banknotes; Rolled Sets of 
1¢ to $2 Coins; CDN Silver Dollars and Large Pennies; International Currency and so 
much more!

Interested in becoming a Consignor? 
Joining our Referral Rewards Program?

Give us a call to get started!!

Call, text or email real soon. | 519-288-2228
www.KiddFamilyAuctions.com | Lyn@KiddFamilyAuctions.com

438280 4th Line, Melancthon L9V 1S9 (North of Shelburne).
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WILCOX, Charles Harry Edward
C harlie peacefully went home to be with his L ord and S aviour on F riday, June 6 , 2 02 5 at the age of 
9 5 surrounded by his loving family at M atthews H ouse H ospice, Alliston.
D evoted husband of B arbara ( né e R ichardson)  for almost 7 0 years. L oving father of C raig ( W enda 
L ea)  W ilcox  and Jane ( S cott)  L esperance. P roud papa of Andrew ( B rittany)  W ilcox , Jordan ( O livia)  
W ilcox , D aniel ( L indsay)  W ilcox , K elsey ( K yle)  V andekleut, M adison ( L uke)  S haule;  L eah ( C anaan)  
M arche and R achel ( E ric)  E ngelsman. C herished great papa of C ayden, D allas, D eclan, Nolan, 
Jamie, E lisabeth, E mmaline, O liver, W illiam, R iley and H allie. D ear brother of D ouglas, late V ictor and 
late E van ( D orothyAnn) . C harlie will also be fondly remembered by his nieces, nephews and friends.
C harlie spent all of his 9 5 years on the beloved B eaver V ale F arms, the land where he was born and 
where his heart remained even after his peaceful transition to M atthews H ouse H ospice in M arch 
2 02 5.
From a young age, Charlie developed a deep�rooted love for farming, a passion that would define 
his life. H e had a special fondness for working with registered H olstein cattle and remained actively 
involved on the farm well into his 9 5th year— driving tractors, helping with daily tasks, or simply 
enj oying the view from beneath a favorite tree watching as the farm activities unfolded around him.
In O ctober 19 55, C harlie married the love of his life, B arbara. This fall would have marked their 7 0th 
wedding anniversary –  a testament to their enduring love and shared j ourney. Together, they shared 
a heartfelt passion for G ospel music, attending countless concerts and events that brought them so 
much j oy.
C harlie loved the various churches he was a part of throughout his life –  B ond H ead United C hurch, 
B radford B aptist C hurch and  was a faithful member of E mmanuel B arrie for the past 15 years, rarely 
missing a S unday service or seniors gathering. H is q uiet strength and warm presence made him a 
cherished part of the church community. C harlie had deep love for Jesus which was evident in the 
ways he loved those around him, in his commitment to the local church, and his awareness of his 
deep need for G od’ s grace. 
Above all, C harlie treasured time with his family. H e found his greatest j oy in the company of his 
children, grandchildren and �� great�grandchildren, creating lasting memories filled with love and 
laughter.
C harlie will be deeply missed by his devoted family, his church family, and the farming community he 
so dearly loved.
V isitation was held at S kwarchuk F uneral H ome, 30 S imcoe R oad, B radford on W ednesday, June 11, 
2 02 5 from 3-7  p.m. F uneral S ervice will be held at E mmanuel B aptist C hurch, 37 4  S alem R oad, B arrie 
on Thursday, June 12 , 2 02 5 at 11 a.m. Interment to follow at B ond H ead United C hurch C emetery.
In C harlie’ s memory, donations may be made to M atthews H ouse H ospice, Alliston.
O nline condolences may be made at www.skwarchukfuneralhome.com

Ransom: Sondra Jane 
It is with enormous sadness, we announce 
the sudden passing of Sondra Jane on Friday, 
March 7, 2025.
Beloved husband Art, loving mom late Stacy 
and Kathy (Rob). Loving nannie Connor, 
Codyn,Tianna. Loving sister Karen (Morris) 
Wanda (Gary) Late David. Cremation has 
taken place.

Glover: Christian David Brent 
“Chris”

Peacefully with his loving family by his side 
at Matthews House Hospice Alliston, on 
June 3, 2025. Chris Glover at the age of 50 
years, beloved son of Cindy Brent (Michael 
Kollhosser) and Dave Glover (Young Glover). 
Loving brother of Brett Glover (Cory Aston and 
Ethan Danby) and step-brother of Christopher 
Kargel (Tina). Sadly missed by his nieces 
Abigail and Kalise, and nephew Kaius. Dear 
nephew of Jim Brent (Agnes), the late Ron, the 
late Mance, and the late Gary. Loving nephew 
of Janet Glover (Sheldon Button).  Forever in 
the hearts of his friend and guardian Dawn 
West, his cousins, extended family, and many 
many friends.
The family wish to send a special Thank you to 
the Community of Tottenham for all their love, 
friendship, and support shown to Chris over 
the years.
The family received friends at Rod Abrams 
Funeral Home, 1666 Tottenham Rd., Tottenham 
905-936-3477 on Friday, June 6, 2025 with 
Visitation from 4-7pm. Funeral service was 
held in the chapel at 1pm on Sunday, June 
8, 2025. Followed by cremation. Reception 
celebrating Chris’ life was held in the Funeral 
Home’s Cli�side Hall immediately following 
the service. 
Donations in Chris’ Memory to Matthews House 
Hospice or C.L.A.S.S. would be appreciated. 
Condolences and memories of Christian may 
be left at www.RodAbramsFuneralHome.com.

LIVE AUCTION SALE
FOR THE ESTATE OF THE LATE

GEORGE HALL
SAT. JUNE 21ST AT 10 A.M.

EM # 508536 HWY 89 IN ROSEMONT
SALE TO INCLUDE:  Craftsman 11 drawer rolling tool box w/tools; Snap On 16 drawer rolling tool box 
tools; Snap On 9 drawer tool box; Snap On 12 drawer tool box; 72 hole bolt bin; 80 hole bolt bin; metal 
storage cabinet 5’wx 7’9” tall; steel rolling table 63”x30”; plus riding lawn mowers; chain saws; ladders; 
power tools; 2 trailers etc. Terms cash or cheque with proper ID only. Interac or e-transfer. M/C, Visa 
(3%). Buyers premium 10%. Washroom. Neither the Auctioneer nor Estate will be responsible for accident 
or property loss. Viewing morning of sale .
Bob Severn Auctioneer      Shelburne 519-925-2091            519-938-0815
severnauctions.wixsite.com/severn    Theauctionadvertiser.com/Rsevern     

Remember your loved
ones in a special way...
IN MEMORIAMS

$40 + HST
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PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

866-952-0146

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL

INSTALLATIONS   
SERVICE  • DELIVERY

CARLINg PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146   www.carlingpropane.ca
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Your Satisfaction is our Reputation

STONE MASON
Sp e c i a l i zi n g  i n  Ch i m n e y  Re p a i r s  &

Wi n d o w  Si l l s ,  Po r c h e s ,  St a i r s ,
Wa l k w a y s ,  Na t u r a l  &  Cu l t u r e d  St o n e ,

Tu c k p o i n t i n g - Pa r g i n g
We  a l s o  d o  Ne w  Ho m e  Ma s o n r y ,  Br i c k  &  St o n e
Call or Text Henry - 705-331-4641
Email - henry_sledz@hotmail.com

STONE MASONSTONE MASON
Sp e c i a l i zi n g  i n  Ch i m n e y  Re p a i r s  &

Semi-Retired ~ 50 Years Experience

LeQuelenec
     Landscaping Services

~ EST. 1991 ~

Steve 647-393-7557

• Landscaping Design
• Grass Cutting
• Spring & Fall Cleanup
• Lawn Fertilizing
• Interlocking Stone
• Tree & Shrub Planting
       & Pruning

• Gravel Driveways
       & Repairs
• Lawn Aerating
       & Rolling
• Sodding & Seeding
• Skid Steer Loader
       Service

CARPET CLEANING HOME IMPROVEMENT

ServiceServiceAT YOUR

fullsteamcarpetcare.com • fullsteamcarpet@gmail.com
TF 1-844-755-3047 OR 416-709-3129

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED • 20+  YEARS OF SATISFIED CUSTOMERS
CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

Three RoomsThree Rooms
Carpet Cleaning Special

FULL STEAM
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LOCAL 
SMALL 

BUSINESS

LANDSCAPING/GARDENING

JUNK REMOVAL

AD
If you are 

reading this ad, 
our advertising 

works!

JUNK REMOVAL & DEMOLITION
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SPANO PAVING

COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL • RESIDENTIAL

905-303-5503 • 1-877-303-5503

SPRING SPECIAL
Save $200.00

Valid on Jobs over $2500

Specialize in Asphalt Driveways,
Parking Lots & Repairsspanopavingltd.com

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

MASONRY

CONCRETE

AD
TO ADVERTISE CALL 1-519-278-1700

If you are reading 
this ad, our 

advertising works!
PAVING

TO ADVERTISE, PLEASE CONTACT VICKI AT 1-519-278-1700 OR VICKI@LPCMEDIA.CA

MORTGAGE
BROKERS

Carol Freeman
Mortgage Broker

5 1 9 - 9 2 5 - 6 7 0 0  X 1 0 2  
CELL:  5 1 9 - 9 3 8 - 6 5 1 8  

FAX :  5 1 9 - 9 2 5 - 6 8 0 0
c f r e e m a n @ d o m i n i o n l e n d i n g . c a

WWW. CAROLFREEMAN. CA

519-925-6700
CELL: 519-938-6518

carolfreemanmortgages@gmail.com

www.carolfreeman.ca

DLC AIMI Collective Mortgage Group   
FSRA #13717   Independently Owned and Operated

www.carolfreeman.ca

CELL: 519-938-6518
FAX: 519-925-6800

cfreeman@dominionlending.ca

CAROL FREEMAN
MORTGAGE BROKER

211 Main St. E. Shelburne, ON

NEW TECUMSETH
RECYCLES!

RENOVATIONS

705-440-3336

QUALITY
WORKMANSHIP

AT AN
HONEST
PRICE

www.capstonereno.com
FULLY INSURED - FINANCING AVAILABLE

Kitchens • Bathrooms • Basements
Flooring & Tile •  Additions • Decks
Gazebos • Pergolas • We do it all
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WINDOWS & EXTERIOR CLEANINGWINDOWS & EXTERIOR CLEANING

ServiceServiceAT YOUR

BORA
TREE SERVICE

CLEAN TREE REMOVAL & MORE 
CALL or TEXT: (416) 820-4050

WILL BEAT ANY QUOTE

Free Estimates

TO ADVERTISE, PLEASE CONTACT VICKI AT 1-519-278-1700 OR VICKI@LPCMEDIA.CA

SUPPORT 
LOCAL 
SMALL 

BUSINESS

TREE SERVICES

AD
If you are 

reading this ad, 
our advertising 

works!

TO ADVERTISE CALL
519-278-1700

NEW
TECUMSETH
RECYCLES!

Barrie Simcoe
TREE SERVICE

Michael Miehm -
Owner/Operator
Free Estimates,

*ertiÄ eK (rIorist
Full` InsureK

Tree Removal, Trimming,
Hedging, Lot Clearing,

Residential and
Commercial

(705) 321-3507
Friendly & professional serivce

Serving Simcoe County
since 2007

Full Roof Replacement • Repairs
Eavestrough  • Soffi  t/Fascia

Insulation & More!

CALL TO BOOK YOUR 
SERVICE TODAY!

416-522-7486
info@trevorsroofrepairs.com
www.trevorsroofrepairs.com

ROOFING

ROOFING

TREE SERVICES

Tree Removal  •  Trimming  •  Stump Grinding
Land Clearing  •  Storm Damage  •  24 hr Emergency Services

519-938-6996 branchmanagertreecare@gmail.com

RENOVATIONS

647-290-1779     647-281-9992

Carbone 
Home Renovations

Windows & Doors • Drywall / Drywall Repair
Tile, Vinyl & Laminate Flooring • Basements

Full Bathroom Renovations • Fences & Decks

Continued from Page 4

Brock’s Banter: Creature comforts (and discomforts)
O ne of my favourite comfort shows, 

B ewitched, has an episode where the 
neighbours, mostly concerned mothers, 
are hand-wringing about the impending 
closure of their kids’  favourite park;  a pre-
vailing sentiment amongst the general 
population –  at least until a few nose-
twitches got involved –  was, “ you can’ t 
fight city hall�´

Thankfully, in my ex perience, this sen-
timent has largely faded into the ether as 
residents of our communities rarely shy 
away from filling Council Chambers to 
fight for the issues close to their hearts. 
In other areas, however, the q uest for 
action q uite often takes a hit in the q uest 
for comfort.

B ooks that have educated, informed, 
and indeed entertained readers for 
generations, and have had profound 

impacts on the way we’ ve thought and 
seen the world for decades, are being 
tossed aside after a chapter or two –  or, 
worse, being left on the shelf altogether 
–  because they’ re products of their time 
and some of the sentiments contained 
within their covers can make some read-
ers feel ³uncomfortable´ through modern 
sensibilities.

If it makes you think about where we 
are today, versus the time in which it was 
written, it sounds to me like the book is 
still doing ex actly as it was intended to 
do.

F ilms continue to ex perience a similar 
phenomenon.

A couple of years ago, a friend of 
mine set a challenge for himself to 
watch every single film to win the 
Academy Award for B est P icture since 

2scar’s inception in ����. Things were 
going great until they got to 19 39  and 
that year’ s winner, G one with The W ind, 
and its highly romanticiz ed view of the 
American south before, during, and 
immediately after their Civil War. I’m not 
sure what they were ex pecting given 
the fact it’ s one of the most famous and 
widely-seen movies of all time, and its 
themes have been widely known ( and 
criticiz ed)  for more than 80 years, but 
that was the end of achieving a clean 
B est P icture sweep –  all in the name of 
³discomfort.´

To my mind, rather than discomfort, it 
was an opportunity for a critical viewing 
that was ultimately lost. Alas.

W e’ re living in an increasingly chal-
lenging and divided world, and, inevita-
bly, this is reÀected in our news and cur-

rent affairs, no matter where you happen 
to tap into them. If you happen to tap into 
them at all.

There are no shortage of things hap-
pening right now at home and abroad 
that can be disheartening, discomforting, 
and perhaps overwhelming. <ou might 
feel a desire to close the paper, turn off 
the TV  news, close your apps, and power 
down your devices, to wrap yourself in 
the warm metaphorical blanket of your 
choice, but knowledge, if not fully eman-
cipating, is power indeed.

And who knows?  Armed with knowl-
edge, and the ex ample of others, you 
could too be inspired to make a differ-
ence ± if only you give yourself a chance.

It would be easier with a nose twitch, 
of course, but we can all make due with 
what’s inside all of us.
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37 Young Street, Alliston    705-435-1405




